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Usmanu Danfodiyo University Sokoto, formerly University of Sokoto has been a citadel of learning 

and research located in the city of Sokoto, North western Nigeria. The University is one of the 12 

ins�tu�ons founded by the Federal Government in 1975 during the Nigeria's oil boom. Inaugural 

lectures of the Nigerian Universi�es are ways of informing people about what academic and research 

ac�vi�es a professor has carried out over the years and what their future research interests are.

The 36th Inaugural lecture of Usmanu Danfodiyo University Sokoto was presented by the Jigawa-born 

Professor of Hausa Literature, Haruna Abdullahi Birniwa. In his lecture presenta�on, Professor Haruna 

Abdullahi Birniwa said the choice of the theme "Hausa Poli�cal Verse as a Catalyst to Poli�cking in Hausa 

phone Nigeria" was deliberate because of his interest in the composi�on of praises by poets for their 

par�es and patrons as well as on how they use such poems to lampoon other rival poli�cal par�es. 

Professor Birniwa said the Hausaphone society covering most part of the North where Hausa is the main 

medium of communica�on seems to appreciate such composi�ons, hence the popularity of such 

performance. The Professor noted that oral performance in form of oral songs accompanied by drumming 

and chorusing has been an old accepted norm from �me immemorial.

He stated that the Hausa language was effec�vely u�lised to campaign for various par�es by the use of 

poems in the first and second republic Nigerian poli�cal periods. Professor Haruna Abdullahi Birniwa said 

these and many other reasons encouraged him to present the paper with the theme.

The programme was a�ended by principal officers of the University, professors, doctors, academic and 

non-academic staff, students and the general 

public.

In an interview a�er the occasion, Professor 

Muhammad Aminu Mode of the Department of 

English and Literary Studies, and Professor Ahmad 

Haliru Amfani of the Department of Linguis�cs 

spoke on the importance of an inaugural lecture to 

a scholar, the university community as well as the 

general public.
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On Friday the 6th day of 

October, 2023, the 

Dean, Student Affairs 

Professor  Umar  A l iyu  led 

par�cipants of the 10th All 

Nigeria Universi�es Deba�ng 

Championship to visit the Vice-

Chancellor, Usmanu Danfodiyo 

University, Professor Lawal 

Suleman Bilbis. The 

visit was with a view 

to presen�ng the 

prizes won by the 

par�cipants at the 

Championship as well 

as to brief the Vice-

Chancellor about the 

o u t s t a n d i n g 

performance of the 

students in the championship. 

Present during the visit were, 

the Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 

Research ,  Innova�on and 

Development, Professor Yusuf 

Sa'idu, the Deputy Registrar VC's 

Office, Usman Ngaski, as well as 

the Deputy Dean, Students' 

Affairs (Main Campus) Dr Tukur 

Muhammad Mukhtar who led 

t h e  p a r � c i p a n t s  a t  t h e 
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Championship. The ANUDC is a 

Championship organised by its 

council yearly and this year's 

championship marked the 10th 

from the beginning of the 

c h a m p i o n s h i p .  T h e 

championship serves as  a 

p l a � o r m  w h e r e  y o u n g 

undergraduate students of all 

universi�es in Nigeria come 

together to compete in quiz, 

debate and public speaking 

championship.  This  year's 

tournament was hosted by 

Ve r i ta s  U n i ve rs i t y,  A b u j a 

between 27th August and 3rd 

September, 2023.

The VC in company of the DVC 

RI&D, Dean of Students' Affairs, 

Receives Par�cipants of the 

Compe��on and the Staff Lead

Six par�cipants represented the 

University at the Championship, 

four students formed two 

deba�ng groups as UDUS A and 

B  w h i l e  t w o  s t u d e n t s 

par�cipated in  the publ ic 

speaking championship. Bashir 

B u n y a m i n  B a l o g u n  a n d 

Oluwabukola Islamiyyat Isain 

UDUS A, while Aboki Yusuf 

and Olarenwaju Umar Faruq 

in UDUS B. On the other 

hand, Hussein Abdulbasit 

and Ishaq Abdulyazid Musa 

par�cipated in the Public 

Speaking Championship 

individually. The UDUS A and 

B deba�ng groups were able 

to scale to the quarter finals 

while UDUS A succeeded to the 

Semi finals of the deba�ng 

championship. In the Public 

speaking category, Hussein 

Abdulbasit succeeded through 

the rounds to the finals, and 

emerged third in the Public 

speaking championship. He 

further had the overall third best 

public speaker medal for the 

UDUS INAUGURATES COMMITTEE TO
 UTILISE RESEARCH OUTPUT
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UNIVERSITY SECONDARY SCHOOL SEEKS RELOCATION

he Principal  of  the TUniversity Secondary 

School ,  Dr.  Hafsatu 

Shehu has appealed to the 

Management  o f  Usmanu 

Danfodiyo University, Sokoto to 

consider reloca�ng the School 

to a suitable place in the town 

or find an alterna�ve means to 

e a s e  t h e  e x i s � n g 

transporta�on difficul�es 

being faced by the students, 

staff and parents.

Dr. Hafsatu who made the 

appeal during the 17th Annual 

Speech  and  Pr i ze  G iv ing 

Ceremony he ld  recent ly, 

explained that among the 

problems which necessitated 

the call for reloca�on of the 

school are, distance of the 

school from town, frequent 

breakdown of school buses 

w h i c h  d i s r u p t  a c a d e m i c 

ac�vi�es and recent hike in fuel 

pr ice which forced some 

parents to look for alterna�ve 

schools close to their homes.

S h e  l a m e n t e d  t h e  l o w 

popula�on of the school which 

stands at 149 students, having 

existed for 24 years. This, she 

a � r i b u t e d  t o  p a r e n t s 

withdrawing their wards from 

t h e  s c h o o l  fo r  d i ffe r e n t 

reasons, mostly economic.

The Principal also highlighted 

other problems bedeviling the 

school that include lack of 

adequate fencing and security 

personnel, which result into 

frequent the�. She therefore 

solicited for assistance from 

well-meaning individuals to 

rebuild the school fence.

Other problems she said are 

stagna�on in the promo�on of 

teachers and non-teaching 

staff due to lack of funds, 

dilapidated buildings and 

broken down furniture of the 

s c h o o l .   S h e  h o w e v e r 

expressed apprecia�on for the 

efforts  of  the  Univers i ty 

Management towards solving 

the problems of the school.

R e p r e s e n t a � v e  o f  t h e 

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  o f  t h e 

Occasion, Dr. A. K Nuhu who is 

also the University Librarian, 

e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 

Management  o f  Usmanu 

Danfodiyo University was 

aware of all the problems 

highlighted by the Principal and 

assured  that  p lans  were 

underway to upgrade the 

school.

He commended the Principal 

for all she has been doing in 

m a n a g i n g  t h e  s c h o o l , 

especially securing the new 

curriculum and its subsequent 

implementa�on.  

Professor A. A. Aliero, who was 

Guest Speaker on the occasion, 

charged parents to be vigilant 

about the ac�vi�es of their 

wa rd s  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e 

influence of peer groups and 

social media which impede 

reading culture.

 The Dean of Faculty of Arts of 

the University, Professor Shehu 

Sidi was among recipients of 

awards for his contribu�ons 

towards upli�ing the academic 

standard of the school.     
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The Vice-Chancellor, Usmanu Danfodiyo University Sokoto, Prof. Lawal Suleman 
Bilbis while receiving NUC Resource Verification teams on Tuesday, 3rd October, 2023 
in preparation for the commencement of Ph.D Medicine, Ph. D. Surgery; PGD, M.Sc 
& Ph.D Nursing Science, PGD, M.Sc. & Ph.D Public Health, PGD, M.Sc. & Ph.D 
Pharmacology, PGD, M.Sc & Ph.D Medical Microbiology and PGD, M.Sc & Ph.D 
Radiology programmes.
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Prof. Aliyu Tambuwal Umar presents his Inaugural Lecture titled: 
"Land, Sea and Air: The Pillars of Climatic Noise in Nigeria" at the 
Auditorium, Main Campus of Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, 
Thursday 12/10/2023
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The Vice-Chancellor of 

Usmanu Danfodiyo 

Univers i ty,  Sokoto 

(UDUS),  Professor Lawal 

Suleman Bilbis has hosted the 

P r o - C h a n c e l l o r  a n d 

Management Commi�ee of 

Iconic University (IU) on a 

courtesy visit on 23rd 

October, 2023. The IU 

delega�on headed by 

its Vice-Chancellor, Dr. 

Shadi Sabe, was warmly 

received by the UDUS 

VC. Prof. Bilbis who 

congratulated Dr. Shadi 

for  estab l i sh ing  an 

ins�tu�on being an 

alumnus of UDUS. He 

said he had been following 

and suppor�ng the progress 

of IU since its incep�on. He 

also assured the delega�on of 

his con�nuous support for the 

development of IU and other 

universi�es in the region.

Dr Shadi thanked Prof. Bilbis 

for the mee�ng and praised 

UDUS as a mentor to IU. He 

explained IU as a private, 

open, distance and e-learning 

university, the first of its kind 

in Northern Nigeria. He stated 

that IU had been approved 

a n d  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e 

N a � o n a l  U n i v e r s i � e s 

Commission (NUC) to offer 14 

B a c h e l o r s  D e g r e e 

programmes, which would 

commence in a week. He also 

said IU had set up 13 resource 

centres across the country. 

The IU VC stated that the 

purpose of their visit was to 

s e e k  p a r t n e r s h i p  a n d 

collabora�on with UDUS, 

especially with its Centre for 

Open and Distance Educa�on 

(CODE). He expressed his 

hope that both ins�tu�ons 

w o u l d  b e n e fi t  f r o m 

knowledge sharing and 

m a k i n g  e d u c a � o n 

accessible to more people.

Dr. Shadi, who had earlier 

v i s i t e d  S o ko t o  S t a t e 

University, expressed his 

interest in joining UDUS's 

plan to form a consor�um 

of Northwest universi�es.

P r o f .  B i l b i s ,  t h e  V i c e 

Chancellor, enthusias�cally 

extended invita�on to IU and 

other private universi�es in 

October-November 2023 Online Edition
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PZ CUSSONS DONATES
 MULTI-MILLION NAIRA 

RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 
TO UDUS

PZ Cussons Nigeria Plc 

has recently shown its 

goodwill to Usmanu 

Danfodiyo University, Sokoto 

(UDUS), by dona�ng three 

a d v a n c e d  r e s e a r c h 

instruments and a 10 KVA UPS 

system worth N100m. The 

d o n a � o n  w a s 

facilitated by the 

Na�onal Office for 

T e c h n o l o g i c a l 

A c q u i s i � o n 

P r o g r a m m e 

(NOTAP), through its 

Industry Research 

Laboratory Upgrade 

Project (IRLUP). 

A team of PZ Cussons and 

NOTAP, which visited the 

University to inspect the 

instruments, paid a courtesy 

call on the Vice-Chancellor 

Professor Lawal Suleman Bilbis. 

The Deputy Vice Chancellor 

Academic (DVC Academic), 

Prof.  M. G. Mahuta, who 

r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  V i c e 

Chancel lor,  rece ived the 

delega�on. The DVC Academic, 

on behalf of the University 

Council, The Vice-Chancellor 

and the en�re University 

community welcomed the 

d e l e g a � o n  t o  t h e  m o s t 

peaceful University in Nigeria. 

He expressed gra�tude to PZ 

Cussons for the dona�on and 

NOTAP for bridging the gap 

b e t w e e n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s 

academic ins�tu�ons and its 

industries. DVC Academic 

assured the delega�on of best 

use of the instruments. He 

reaffirmed the University's 

dedica�on to research and 

development, and its culture of 

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 

maintenance. He disclosed 

that the University was not 

only open to such partnerships 

but had and would con�nue to 

ac�vely pursue them, no�ng 

t h a t  l i n k a g e s  a n d 

collabora�ons were part of the 

c o r e  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h e 

University in increasing its 

i m p a c t  o n  s o c i e t y.  T h e 

University had earlier signed a 

M e m o r a n d u m  o f 

Understanding with NOTAP 

and expressed the University's 

r e a d i n e s s  f o r  m o r e 

collabora�on. He highlighted 

the University's commitment 

to research excellence and the 

high level of research capacity 

among the staff of UDUS. 

Mr. Richard Odafi, the leader of 

t h e  d e l e g a � o n  a n d  t h e 

Research and Development 

lead of  PZ Cussons in 

Nigeria,  expressed his 

s a � s f a c � o n  w i t h  t h e 

expected impact of the 

i n s t r u m e n t s  o n  t h e 

University's research and 

development ac�vi�es.

He stated that the dona�on 

was part of his company's 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR), which aimed to bridge 

the gap between academia and 

industry in Nigeria. He said that 

the support was to ensure 

University's research output go 

beyond journal publica�on to 

create products and services 

t h a t  w o u l d  b e n e fi t  t h e 

economy. “I am confident that 

th i s  in i�a�ve  wi l l  foster 

innova�on and economic 

growth in Nigeria's industrial 

sector'. He stressed. Mr Odafi 

revealed that the company 

planned to con�nue that path 

c o l l a b o r a � o n  b e t w e e n 
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Public speaking category.

W h i l e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e 

p a r � c i p a n t s ,  t h e  V i c e -

C h a n c e l l o r  e x p r e s s e d 

h a p p i n e s s  o v e r  t h e i r 

performance.  He further 

informed the par�cipants that 

he was congratulated on their 

performance by the Vice-

C h a n c e l l o r  o f  V e r i t a s 

University, Abuja, which hosted 

the Championship. In addi�on, 

the Vice-Chancellor directed 

that par�cipants at the ANUDC 

Championship be enlisted 

among invitees of the Vice-

Chancellor's Annual Dinner for 

s t u d e n t s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e 

University proud at different 

tournaments.  He further 

p l e d g e d  h i s  u n w av e r i n g 

support towards making the 

Deba�ng Club of the University 

stronger.
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the region to the consor�um, 

an idea conceived 14 years 

ago on his visit to the United 

State of America (USA). He 

e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 

c o n s o r � u m  w o u l d  u s e 

i n f o r m a � o n  a n d 

communica�on technology to 

e n h a n c e  t e a c h i n g  a n d 

learning in the Nigerian 

U n i v e r s i t y 

System, which 

f a c e s  m a n y 

challenges. He 

also praised the UDUS Senate 

fo r  a p p rov in g  B len d ed -

Learning programme, which 

allows lecturers 

to deliver half of 

their lectures 

online.

PZ CUSSONS DONATES
 MULTI-MILLION NAIRA 

RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS TO UDUS

academic scholarship and 

industrialisa�on as well as CSR 

or the good of Nigeria.

NOTAP, under its IRLUP, had 

e a r l i e r  r e q u e s t e d  t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s e l e c t 

instruments  worth  N100 

million to be procured by PZ 

Cussons Niger ia  Plc .  The 

University carefully selected 

t h e  B E T  s u r f a c e  a r e a , 

v i s c o m e t e r,  a n d  c l o u d 

point/pour point tester. These 

state-of-the-art instruments 

are needed for cu�ng-edge 

research in numerous fields of 

study, most notably chemistry, 

b iochemist r y,  pharmacy, 

petroleum, and geology. The 

instruments arrived at UDUS 

on Monday, 16thOctober, 

2023, and were installed in 

CASRAS laboratory at the main 

campus of the University.

RDUDUS WINS 3  POSITION AT A 
NATIONAL PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
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Usmanu Danfodiyo University Sokoto 

Alumni Associa�on has organised a 

dinner as part of its 7th Na�onal 

Conven�on and Elec�on of 

na�onal officers.

The dinner which was held at 

Gig inya Hotel  Sokoto,  was 

a�ended by genera�ons of the 

University including former 

Deputy Governor of Kano State 

Dr Nasiru Yusuf Gawuna.

Though it is a dinner event, 

prominent members of the Associa�on took 

�me to highlight the vital roles members are 

expected to play in promo�ng the purpose of 

crea�ng the Associa�on.

These according to the speakers, are to foster 

unity among members, to ac�vely par�cipate in 

all the Associa�on's ac�vi�es and to make 

contact and contribu�ons for the ac�ve progress 

of their alma mater.

Speakers at the 7th Usmanu Danfodiyo University 

Alumni dinner include former Deputy Governor of 

Kano State Dr Nasiru Yusuf Gawuna, former Sokoto 

State Commissioner for Jus�ce 

Barrister Sulaiman Usman SAN, 

fo r m e r  Re s i d e n t  E l e c t o ra l 

Commissioner (INEC) Professor 

Riskuwa Arabu Shehu, current 

Vice-Chancel lor  of  Usmanu 

Danfodiyo University Professor 

Lawal Suleman Bilbis,  Vice-

Chancellor, Alqalam University, 

Katsina Professor Nasiru Yauri and Na�onal 

President of the Associa�on Dr Buhari Bello Kware.

The a�endees entertained themselves with 

different foods 

a n d  d r i n k s 

provided at the 

dinner.
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S/N NAME CHAPTER POSITION

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Dr. Buhari Bello Kware

Hajiya Amina Kolo

Abdullahi Bala Tafida

Alh. Mustapha Marafa

Muhammad Bashir Hussain

Adamu Shuaibu Aliyu

Joseph Ode

Aishatu Salihu Gatawa

Dr. Shuaibu Shittu Lapai

Barr. Aliyu Yahaya Wurma

Barr. Abdulmalik Abdulmajid

Barr. Lawal Usman

Olaitan Akande

Shamsudeen Bashir Kazaure

Barr. Ismail Yahaya

Dr. Maimuna Kadiri

Sokoto

Global

Kebbi

Zamfara

Sokoto

Kano

Abuja

Sokoto

Niger

Katsina

Kwara

Kano

Global

Jigawa

Lagos

Lagos

National President

National Vice President I

National Vice President II

National Vice President III

National Secretary General

Assistant National Secretary I

Assistant National Secretary II

National Treasurer

National Financial Secretary

National Welfare Secretary

National Legal Advisor

Assistant National Legal Advisor

Nat. Publicity Secretary I

Nat. Publicity Secretary II

Ex Officio I

Ex Officio II
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The Reader Services Division of Abdullahi Fodiyo Library Complex wishes to inform all that, Library 
opening hours will be as follows:

The Reader Services Librarian solicits the support and coopera�on of all library users.

Contravention of any of the above items attracts appropriate punishments ranging
from warning to rustication.

UDUS appoints Core 
Curriculum and
Minimum Academic 
Standard Vetting 
Committee

5

engineering, laboratory with NUC-CCMAS 
requirements/ facilities. It is also to award 
scores/marks of the above reference items as 10, 
10, 10, 15, 20 and 35 points respectively, to 
outline necessary corrections to courses 
vetted/reviewed in accordance with guidelines, 
add value to the submission based on one's field 
experiences and wealth of knowledge; and to 
advise an appropriate placement of courses to 
respective levels in the programmes. Members 
of the Committee were drawn from all faculties 
of the University and the Registry Department.

The Vice-Chancellor, Usmanu Danfodiyo 
University, Sokoto, Professor Lawal 
Suleman Bilbis has appointed the Core-

Curriculum and Minimum Academic Standard 
Vet t ing Commit tee  (CCMAS) for  the 
University.
Speaking on the inauguration, Professor Bilbis 
explained that CCMAS was unveiled by the 
National Universities Commission (NUC) for 
minimum curriculum for all programmes of the 
Universities. He said the NUC had 70 percent of 
the curriculum content while institutions would 
add 30 percent to the programme, but it could 
differ from one university to another. According 
to him, the Committee would look into the 30 
percent drafted by various departments to make 
sure it was within the context of the NUC 
provision.  He tasked members of the 
Committee to assist the University to project its 
good image and maintain its standard.
The Committee which has 16 members is 
headed by the former Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Aminu Salihu Mika`ilu while Mr 
Sunday Abuh will serve as Secretary.
Speaking on behalf of members of the 
Committee, the Chairman, Professor Aminu 
Salihu Mika`ilu thanked the Vice Chancellor for 
appointing them and assured that they will work 
tirelessly towards achieving the desired result. 
He also commended the Vice Chancellor for 
bringing positive changes especially on areas of 
infrastructure in the University.
The Committee has five terms of reference 
which include, to validate the submission of the 
course/programme in accordance with the 
reference guidelines, preliminary headings, 
Senate approved relevance, overview, 
objectives, learning outcome, course content, 
minimum academic standards for science and 

he Vice-Chancellor, Usmanu Danfodiyo TUniversity, Sokoto Prof. L. S. Bilbis has 
approved the appointment of Professor 

Muhammad Mansur Ibrahim (mni) as the new 
Coordinator of the Na�onal Qur'anic Recita�on 
Compe��on (Musabuqah) Commi�ee who is 
also the Head of Department of Community 
Services of the Centre of Islamic Studies of the 
University.Un�l his current appointment, 
Professor Muhammad Mansur Ibrahim has 
been a staff of the Centre under the teaching 
Department.
He took the mantle of leadership of the 
Musabaqa Commi�ee f rom Professor 
Abubakar Yalwa Muhammad. The appointment 
of Professor Mansur is for ini�al term of two 
years.
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